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Happy New Year!

January 2018

Congratulations to the following puppies for
graduating from the December Puppy
Preschool classes at Murray Bridge Veterinary
Clinic
Beau
Sid
Gizmo
Kona
Lavender
Cody
Chester
Freyja
Pepe
Beau
Bella
To view the adorable graduation photos please
visit our webpage or Facebook album
Do you know someone who has a new puppy?
Contact us or view our website for more
information on the classes.
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01 Hip Hip Hooray!!
Happy Birthday to our current Senior Pet Club and Healthcare
members who will be celebrating in January
Livia
Tilly
Daisy Cross
Horus
If you would like some more info on our Healthcare Plans please
Contact Us or read more on our website

02 Have you heard of our Pet Healthcare Plan?
Have you heard of our Pet Healthcare Plan?
If you would like to know more about it, follow this link to our website!
Here you will find how the plan could help you to provide comprehensive preventative healthcare
for your pet, spread the cost and take advantage of special offers for Pet Healthcare Members.

03 We 'ear you've got a problem!
Ear problems are common at this time of the year so if you've
noticed anything out of the ordinary with your pet's ears, it's
important we take a look.
The ear canal is its own mini environment and this can be
disturbed by heat, moisture, allergies and foreign bodies (grass
seeds are a major culprit).
A change in this mini environment allows bacteria and yeast to
flourish resulting in a very unhappy ear canal and a miserable
pet.
You should look out for:







Discharge - often smelly and may be black, white or yellow in colour
Hot and red ears
Shaking of the head or a head tilt
Rubbing ears along the floor or furniture (dogs love to rub on the back
of the couch!)
Itching behind the ears
Flicking of the ears (mostly cats)

If your pet has a suspected ear problem, we will need to
examine the canal with an otoscope. This allows us to rule out
the presence of a foreign body and inspect the canal for signs of
irritation and infection.
To identify if bacteria or yeast are present, a sample should be
taken and stained with particular chemicals and examined under
a microscope. This enables us to prescribe the correct
medication for your pet and gives the ear the opportunity to heal
as quickly as possible.
Really nasty ear infections and foreign bodies such as a grass
seeds may require your pet to be sedated or undergo a general
anaesthetic. This allows efficient flushing of the ear and safe
removal of a foreign body.
If you think your pet has an ear problem you should arrange
a check up with us ASAP. The longer you leave an ear
infection, the more painful the ear becomes and the harder
(and more expensive) it is to treat.

04 Jake's odd looking ear
Jake the boisterous cocker spaniel presented with a strange
swelling on one of his ear lobes. It was 'soft and squishy' and
painful to touch. He had been shaking his head over the
previous week and his ear smelt canal smelt like old footy socks!
Following an examination a diagnosis was made. Not only did
Jake have a nasty yeast infection, the odd swelling on Jake's ear
was diagnosed as an aural haematoma. This phenomenon can
easily be explained when you understand the structure of the ear
lobes.
Your pet's ear lobes (pinnae) are made up of cartilage and this is
covered by the layers of skin. In the connective tissue between
the skin and the cartilage there are lots of blood vessels and
nerves. An aural haematoma is a collection of blood from these
blood vessels (simply a big blood blister).
What causes it?
Damage to the blood vessels in the pinnae lead to the
accumulation of blood between the skin and cartilage. The
damage often occurs following trauma or when your pet shakes
their head. Ear infections, allergies or foreign objects (such as
grass seeds) are common reasons your pet may shake their
head.
Dogs with long ears are more prone to aural haematomas but
any breed can be affected.
Surgery is the best and most effective way to treat an aural
haematoma. The blood is drained and the skin is sutured back
on to the cartilage. If the pet has an underlying infection, this
also needs to be treated, and any foreign bodies removed.
Jake underwent surgery and was given an ear medication to
treat the yeast infection. He also had to wear an elizabethan
collar to stop him rubbing at the ear and the sutures. He
recovered beautifully and once the hair grew back on his ear (it
was clipped for the surgery), it was difficult to tell there was ever
a giant blood blister there in the first place!
We recommend you check your pet's ears regularly and if
you notice any changes you should arrange a check up with
us ASAP. Prompt treatment of any problems will, in many
cases, help to prevent an aural haematoma occurring.

05 Summer hazards
Long summer days and balmy nights mean we are often out and
about with our pets more than other times of the year. Here are a
few summer hazards we always like to remind you to watch out
for:
Heat exhaustion:
It can be easy to overdo it in the heat and our pets are super
susceptible to heatstroke. Keep an eye out for excessive,
exaggerated or noisy panting, drooling, weakness or collapse. If
you think your pet might have heat stroke, bring your pet to us
immediately (or seek emergency veterinary care). It's best to
place your pet in front of the air conditioner or a fan while you
are in the car. You can also place wet towels on hairless parts of
the body (footpads and groins).
Hot underfoot:
Many people forget that footpaths, decking, tin roofs and
bitumen roads get incredibly hot during the summer. Even sand
can sometimes be too hot to walk on. This can cause painful
burns to your pet's paws so be extremely careful in the heat. If it
is too hot for you to walk on in bare feet, it will be too hot for your
pet!
Grass seeds:
These pesky little beasts can wreak havoc. Certain types of
grass seeds are shaped like a pointy arrow with a sharp tip and
once they are caught in your pet’s fur they can start to burrow
aggressively into your pet’s skin with no way of escaping. If the
seed does not exit, a painful abscess can form and this may lead
to the need for surgery to remove the seed or remnants. Keep
an eye out for a lump or swelling (particularly between the toes),
excessive licking, pain or bloody discharge from a small wound.
We are here to help keep your pet healthy and comfortable
over the summer months. If you are worried about your pet
you should always ask us for advice.

06 Keeping cool
The summer heat can really affect our pets so how do you best
keep your pet cool this summer?
Air flow is key to keeping cool
While shade is a non-negotiable essential, there may be some
extreme days where you need to bring your pet inside and place
them near a fan or air conditioner to allow the air flow to help
keep them cool. Wet towels on the floor (or a cooling mats) can
also give your pet a comfortable place to rest.
Don't forget to supply multiple supplies of water as it is very
easy for one water source to be spilled or evaporate.
You can also try some of these easy ideas:
1. Create a giant ice block
Half fill an ice-cream container with water and freeze - place a
number of broken up treats (liver and kangaroo chews work well)
then fill to the top with water and freeze again. You'll have a
giant flavoured ice-block that will provide hours of cool
entertainment.
2. Wading pool
Buy a children's wading pool (they are very cheap!) and half fill
with water. Float a few of your dog's favourite toys in it and you'll
have yourself a pooch pool party!
Finally, don't forget about our wildlife
Our native wildlife really suffer in the extreme heat. A few bowls
of water placed around the garden (keep them off the ground
away from predators) can literally be life savers. Just remember
to place a rock or stick in the container to prevent any
drownings.

07 Snake bite - what to watch out for
With changing weather patterns as well as a wet start to summer
for many parts of Australia, snakes are being seen in urban
areas previously thought to be 'snake free'.
It's a good idea to be remind yourself of what to watch out for
when it comes to snake bite.
Remember that different species of snakes possess different
types of venom so these can cause varying symptoms that
appear anywhere from 15 minutes to 24 hours after a bite.
Watch out for:







Salivation (drooling)
Enlarged pupils
Rapid breathing
Vomiting
Hind limb weakness
Lethargy

Tips to help your pet survive a snake bite:







Seek veterinary attention immediately, even if you only suspect
your pet has been bitten. It is better that your pet is checked over
rather than wait until it's too late
Keep your pet quiet and still - this is critical to help reduce movement
of the venom around the body
Do not attempt treatment options such as cold packs, ice,
tourniquets, alcohol, bleeding the wound or trying to suck out venom in
place of getting your pet to the vet - they are a waste of precious time
NEVER attempt to kill, handle or capture the snake as you risk
being bitten too

Always be vigilant and supervise your pet when they are off
leash. Keep them inside from dusk (snakes like to hunt at night)
and take care in off leash areas and around rivers and dams.
Click here to see a one very happy dog enjoying the long
grass (we probably wouldn't recommend letting your dog do
this in the Australian summer!)
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